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Introduction
Instrumental Music students are encouraged to 
develop an appreciation and enjoyment of music 
through studies of their selected instrument.

Students have a marvelous opportunity to learn and 
play a musical instrument at Phoenix P-12 Community 
College. They are given the opportunity to learn the 
skills that enable them to perform confidently. We 
welcome students from all cultural backgrounds, 
musical backgrounds and interests to take part and 
share their musical journey together.

Creating music with others is an exciting experience, 
and performing in small or large groups is an integral 
part of the Instrumental Music Program. Participation 
in the program may assist in the development of social 
skills, co-operation, teamwork, concentration, memory, 
fosters creativity, develops discipline, leadership skills, 
time management and persistence. These important 
characteristics uniquely contribute to other areas of 
education and student life.

The instrumental music staff are an experienced and 
dedicated team who share their enthusiasm, passion 
and expertise with students.

At Phoenix P-12 Community College we provide:

• A rich, developmental musical experience for 
students in Years 5-12.

• A wide selection of specialist music tuition 
in strings, brass, woodwind, piano, voice and 
percussion on a weekly basis.

• Participation in performing bands and ensembles.
• Regular workshops with a variety of professional 

musicians and access to opportunities through local 
community music/arts organisations and venues. 
These real and engaging experiences are extended 
into our local and broader community through 
regular performances.

Phoenix P-12 community College ensembles include 
concert bands, string ensemble, stage band, production 
band, guitar ensemble, and VET bands.

John Netherway
Music Director
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“We are 

committed to 

providing high 

quality music 

education that 

is professional in 

approach, positive 

in attitude, 

highly creative 

and diverse.”



Program Enrolment Policy
Conditions of Participation

• Students must attend scheduled lessons 
regularly and catch up on any class work they 
miss.

• Students will be assigned to a performing 
group. They will be expected to attend 
rehearsals regularly and to participate in 
performances.

• Students as a soloist or as a member of an 
ensemble perform at least once a semester. 
Several performance opportunities are 
provided throughout the year. Students who 
are unable to fulfil these requirements risk 
losing their place in the program.

Please note: No musical experience is needed to 

commence lessons at the College.

New Enrolment of Lessons
This information relates to new enrolments only.
Parents/guardians are to complete and submit an 
Enrolment Form to the Music Director,
john.netherway@education.vic.gov.au. Forms are 
processed in order of receipt; please be prompt to 
avoid disappointment.

Re-enrolment of Lessons
Your child will automatically be re-enrolled into the 
Instrumental Music Program. You are NOT required 
to complete a new enrolment form.

Discontinuation of Lessons
1. Parents/guardians may discontinue their child’s 

lessons provided they give a full two weeks’ 
notice in writing. Written notification must be 
emailed to the Music Director. 

2. Verbal or written cancellations to instrumental 
music teachers are not acceptable methods of 
notification to discontinue lessons. It must be 
emailed directly to the Music Director.

3. When student wishes to discontinue lessons 
and/or instrument hire for the following school 
semester or year, parents/guardians are required 
to contact the Music Director.

4. Written applications may be made for fees to 
be reduced or under exceptional circumstances. 
Such applications will be appraised on a case-by-
case basis and will require a full term’s notice. 
Requests must be emailed to the Business 
Manager, phoenix.p12.cc@education.vic.gov.au.
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Music Subjects

The College is pleased to offer the following instruments and theory available for students to learn:

Bass Acoustic Bass
Electric Bass

Brass Euphonium*
French Horn*
Trombone*
Trumpet*

Tuba*
Guitar Acoustic Guitar

Electric Guitar
Percussion Drum Kit

Percussion
Piano/Keyboard Classical and Contemporary Piano

Keyboard
Strings Cello*

Double Bass*
Ukulele
Viola*
Violin*

Vocal Classical, Contemporary and Musical Theatre Singing
Woodwind Clarinet*

Flute*
Oboe*

Saxophone* (Alto & Tenor)

The College owns a limited number of instruments (marked *) which are available for hire. Parents are 
strongly advised to consult the relevant instrumental teacher before purchasing an instrument, whether new 
or second hand.

Drum Kits and Keyboards will be provided within the school setting for use in lessons, ensembles rehearsals 
and performances.

Lesson Times
Students in Years 5-10 are withdrawn from regular class for lessons, while VCE students attend lessons in 
their private study time.

Lessons are typically scheduled during the school day and on a fully rotating timetable to minimise 
disruption to other studies. Please note: lunchtime, before and after-school lessons are subject to 
availability, at the discretion of the instrumental music teacher.

Instrumental music lessons normally commence in the second week of Term One and the first week of Terms 
Two-Four. We expect all students to maintain a regular practice routine as determined by their instrumental 
music teacher.
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Instrument Hire Policy
Phoenix P-12 Community College has a variety of 
instruments available for hire subject to availability. 
It is expected that students enroled in instrumental 
lessons have access to an instrument to both 
practice with at home and to take to lessons, 
ensemble rehearsals and performances. 

We recommend that students hire for the first 
12 months and then move to purchasing their 
own instrument where practicable. We suggest 
that you contact your child’s instrumental music 
teacher for instrument suitability and/or supplier 
recommendations when purchasing.

Instrument Hire Policy
1. Hire fees are included in the Music Levy fee 

charged to your school account.
2. Hire fees will not be reimbursed upon 

discontinuation of music lessons.
3. While the College agrees to cover general 

maintenance costs, parents/guardians agree, 
when they hire an instrument from the school, 
to reimburse the College for any costs associated 
with the loss or damage of the hire instrument 
that might require significant repair or 
replacement of parts. Damage through fair wear 
and tear is expected and acceptable.

4. Broken strings, replacement reeds and other 
consumable items are the responsibility of the 
hirer.

5. All instances of instrument damage/repair are 
communicated in a timely manner.

6. All instrument hire and distribution will occur 
upon commencement of lessons, or as soon as 
possible.

7. It is expected that students bring their 
instrument to school (except keyboards and 
drums) for instrumental lessons, ensemble 
rehearsals and performances.

Privately Hired or Owned 
Instruments
It is strongly advised that privately hired or owned 
instruments be insured against damage, theft, 
or accidental loss whilst the instrument is not at 
home. Please keep a record of the instrument’s 
model and serial number. The College takes 
no responsibility for privately hired or owned 
instruments and must be clearly labeled with the 
name and contact details of the student.
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Music Levy: A contribution of $165 per 
semester is to be made within four weeks of 
commencing lessons. This cost goes towards 
purchasing the tutor book, maintaining shared 
materials, instrument hire and resources. 
Please choose carefully as this levy is non-
refundable.

Please note: If your child selects a woodwind, 
brass or a string instrument, the hire is at no 
extra cost.

“When 
words fail,

music 
speaks.”

 - Hans Christian 
Andersen

Fees
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Band and Ensemble Program
There are a variety of bands and ensembles available for Junior, Middle and Senior School instrumentalists at 
Phoenix. 

2022 Band & Ensembles

Ensemble Prerequisites  

Phoenix Ska Open to Grades 6 - Year 12 students and to all instruments.
Note reading is not essential.

Guitar Ensemble 
Open to Year 7-12 students with some experience

learning acoustic, electric or bass guitar.
Note reading is an advantage. 

Senior Percussion Ensemble 
Open to all Year 7-12 students with some experience

learning drum kit or percussion instruments.
Note reading is an advantage. 

Senior String Ensemble
Open to Year 7-12 students with some experience

on any of the listed instruments.
Note reading is essential. 

Beginner Concert Band Open to Year 5-12 brass/woodwind/percussion students. 
Basic note reading is essential. 

Intermediate Concert Band Open to Year 5-12 brass/woodwind/percussion students.
Basic-moderate note reading is essential. 

Senior Concert Band Open to Year 5-12 brass/woodwind/percussion students.
Advanced note reading is essential.
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“Music is the soundtrack
of your life.”

- Dick Clark

Multimedia* Consent
In order to encourage and celebrate student participation, events and competitions are often 
photographed. Photos may be published in the College Newsletter, Yearbook, Instrumental Music 
Handbook, showcased at assemblies or displayed around the College grounds.
 

*Multimedia is defined as photography, video, audio or any other form of electronic recording. 
It is important that the College be aware of any students who are not permitted to feature in the 
Newsletter, College publications, website, social media or advertising. Consent for Multimedia is 
obtained via the student’s initial enrolment at the College. 

Should you have any questions, please contact the General Office (Sebastopol Campus) on 5329 3293.
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Instrumental Music Staff
Phoenix is extremely fortunate to have specialist instrumental music staff to enhance and support student 
learning.

Teacher Subject

Mr John Netherway (Program Coordinator) Woodwind

Mr Barry Deenick Keyboard/Bass Guitar/Acoustic Bass

Mr Jock Freeman Piano/Keyboard/Theory

Mr Ian Govan Brass/Percussion

Mr Brandon Humphrey Guitar/Bass Guitar

Miss Felicity Liston Flute

Mr Ruben Morgan Strings/Vocals

Mr William Stephens Drums
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Sebastopol Campus

Hertford St,

Sebastopol  VIC  3356

Tel (03) 5329 3293

Email   phoenix.p12.cc@education.vic.gov.au

Redan Campus

Cnr Hertford and Alfred Streets,

Sebastopol  VIC  3356

Tel (03) 5329 3293

Email   phoenix.p12.redan@education.vic.gov.au

PO Box 49, Sebastopol  VIC  3356

www.phoenix.vic.edu.au


